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Happy New Year!!!!  2026 is here.  Time to ring out the old and ring in the new. There is a lot to look 
forward to this year.  

 First of all our kitchen remodel should begin sometime soon. We have all been waiting a long time 
for this to happen. Trust me it will be worth it when it is complete.  Right now we are waiting on the 
completed plans and drawings from the architect which will in turn be given to the Fire Marshall for 
approval. Once that is complete we will begin the construction part! 

 The days are starting to get longer. Have you noticed?  I think we have gained about 5 minutes from 
the shortest day of the year. I always look forward to the days getting longer. January is the month 
that it seems like winter will never end. Of course, January it is normally the coldest month of the 
year.  We shall see.   

 The month of January brings with it several holidays.  New Yearôs Day (of course) on January 1 and 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on January 19. The center will be closed on those days.  

 What else exciting is happening in January? I can think of a few things, like vacations to warm and 
sunny beaches for some and watching high school basketball for others!   

 If you havenôt noticed Ninilchik has a pretty dynamic basketball program. I expect them to be con-
tenders this year for a state championship. I hope Iôm not jinxing them because there is a long way to 
go before they can lift the trophy. If you are in town and have a chance to attend a game I highly rec-
ommend it. 

 If you have a chance to get to the Senior Center for lunch, or bingo, or game day, I would also recom-
mend that!  Those who sew, quilt, and/or knit, thereôs opportunities for you too. Come join the fun. 

 I hope you have a happy and healthy January    
           
 
         ~ Dick Hawkins, President    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming Up: 

January 1 & 2ðclosed for New Years 

January 19ðclosed for MLK Jr. Day 

December 
 

 

2026 



                   A note from the Executive Director 

 

Happy New Year!!  Welcome 2026!  The daylight is increasing and so is our 
snow depth!  Oh well, it is winter in Alaska and we all know spring will come 
again! 

Good things are coming in 2026! The kitchen remodel is really ramping up! It 
will be nice to have the extra space! We have not yet received a complete bid 
from the contractor weôve selected. They are waiting for the approval from the 
Fire Marshall on the drawings that are currently being finalized so they know 
exactly what needs to be done both mechanically and for the electric compo-
nent of the remodel. Once that is done, it will be full steam ahead! 

As I reflect back on the year weôve just left behind I am reminded of just how 
important the ñlittleò things are.  I am so thankful for the wonderful staff and 
Board Members and I get to work with.  Their thoughts and actions are heart-
felt in all they do and their sparkle never dims!  We are so blessed at the cen-
ter to have so many people willing to lend a hand when needed.  No matter 
the size of the job, someone is always willing to tackle it and get the job done 
ï and always with a smile!  I cannot express my thanks enough to all of 
you.  Giving of your time and talents may seem like a ñlittleò thing but rest as-
sured, it is not!  Itôs what keeps our center going and you are so very much ap-
preciated!  

Stay safe out there as you navigate the rest of our winter.  I wish you good 
health and lots of happiness in the new year! 

 

~Julie Otto 

 

 

 

  
  

        

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 

2026!!!!! 



    2026 January DUGOUT NEWS! 
 

They always say out with the old and in with the new!  I thought Iôd enlighten 

you this month with interesting facts about January. 

1863 James Plimpton was granted a patent for four-wheeled roller skates 

1870 Gustsvus Dows patented a more advanced and modern form of the soda 

fountain 

1886 Popularity of Chess soared after the first World Chess Championship, 

the winner, Wilhem Steinitz retained his title for eight years. 

1889 Coca Cola Company known as the Pemberton Medicine Company was 

incorporated in Atlanta Georgia 

1906 Campbellôs Soup trademark was finally registered after six years on the 

market 

1908The first New Yearôs Eve ball was dropped in Times Square made out of 

100 light bulbs, iron and wood 

1919 Edith Hyde Robbins Macartney was the first to be crowned Miss America 

1935 Battleship was patented 

1945 Pepe Le Pew made his debut 

1947 The Poodle Skirt became and iconic style 

1952 The Greatest Show on Earth premiered and went on to win Best Picture 

Academy Award 

1954 Marilyn Monroe married Joe DiMaggio but divorced 9 months later 

1956 Dear Abby debuted in the San Franscisco Chronicle and eventually read 

by more than 95 million people in 1,200 papers 

1962 Chubby Checker topped the charts with ñThe Twistò. 

1964 G.I. Joe action figure went on sale featuring four branches of the U.S. 

Military 

 

 

 

 



1967 First Super Bowl was played with the Green Bay Packers defeating the 

Kansas City Chiefs 35-10 

1979 Dukes of Hazzard debut with over 300 cars destroyed during filming 

1980 Rubikôs Cube debut with prototypes made of wood blocks and paper 

clips 

1981 The movie 9 to 5 was the #1movie and the first film led by a female cast 

to gross $100 million 

1984 Macintosh Computer was introduced airing during Super Bowl XVIII be-

tween the Los Angeles Raiders and the Washington Redskins, won by L A 38 9 

1985 We Are the World was recorded as a charity single for Africa raising 63 

million dollars 

1987 Aretha Franklin was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and 

was the first woman to be inducted 

1998 Youôve Got Mail with Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan was released 

50 Days till the first Spring Training Game of the 2026 Season!!  Can you 

guess who canôt wait for that date?!   

As always Keep Swinging For the Fence! 

 

Cheryl 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Party Fun 



More Christmas Party Fun!!! 






