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HO! HO! HO! and a Merry Christmas to all.  Yes, it’s that time of year again.  The decora-
tions are going up and everybody is starting to bake goodies.  I truly do enjoy the Holi-
days.  Christmas carols are being played nonstop on the radio and the stores are crowd-
ed.  Well maybe I don’t care for that part very much but hey, you have to try to have a 
good time no matter what. 
 
Some senior center events for December are:  the Christmas Party on December 23.  It al-
ways is a fun time.  First of all a great meal and then the presents.  If you choose to partic-
ipate there will be a Yankee Swap gift exchange.  It seems like the rules change every year 
so you should be there early so you don’t miss out.  You don’t have to eat lunch to join the 
party.  It will start after lunch and if you have a gift you should indicate if its for a man or 
a woman or either. 
 
The center will be closed again this year for the holidays, but not as long.  We will be 
closed December 24, 25, and 26 for the Christmas holiday, re-open December 29-31, be 
closed on January 1-2 for the New Year's holiday,  and reopen on January 5, 2026. 
 
Our construction project is moving along even though you can’t see it.  Bids have been re-
ceived and a contractor selected.  Plans and drawing  are in the works.  We remain hope-
ful that we will be able. to get started by the end of January. 
 
All the best to you and yours this holiday season.  
 
As Tiny Tim would say, “God Bless us everyone” 
              ~ Dick Hawkins, President    

 
 
 
 
 

Coming Up: 

December 21—Winter begins 

December 23—Christmas Party 

December 24 to 26—Closed for 

Christmas 

January 1 & 2—Closed for New 

Year’s Holiday 

2025 

December 



 A note from the Executive Director 

December is here! The last month of the year! This year has flown by like so many of 
them do; but what a great year we've had! December has always been one of my favorite 
months of the year. The holidays are upon us; Christmas tunes are playing on the radio, 
the snow (or rain for us of late!) continues to fall, and thoughts of friends and family 
gathering for the holiday always brings a smile to my face.  
 
The center will soon be decorated for the holidays and we'll be getting ready for our holi-
day party.  This year things are a little different at the center.  As in past years, this year 
we will NOT be closed the entire time between Christmas and New Years.  This year we 
will be closed December 24, 25 and 26 and then again on January 1 and 2.  Times are 
changing and closing for the entire time between Christmas and New Year's will be evalu-
ated each year in the future with the intentions of giving our staff a much needed break 
over the holidays while still being able to meet the needs of the center and those seniors 
who depend on our services. As a result, the dates of closure will vary each year.   
 
Did someone mention a party???  Yes I did! The center's Christmas party will be held on 
December 23, following our "surprise" lunch. After lunch will be the traditional "Yankee 
Gift Exchange" (known by many names!) which is always a lot of fun.  Be prepared to 
find and "swap" for the gift that catches your eye!!  All are invited to join the fun. If you 
wish to participate in the gift exchange, please bring a new, wrapped gift labeled with 
"man", "woman" or "either" (max value of $20) and prepare to have a fun afternoon. If 
you are making holiday goodies or find something yummy to eat while you're out shop-
ping and want to bring it to share with the group, feel free!  Bring your friends, the more 
the merrier!!  
 
Also happening this month; our kitchen project is starting to take shape! We are working 
with contractors at this time to get the final architectural drawings needed for the regu-
lating bodies to sign off on the plans. This part of the project will take about 4-6 weeks it 
sounds like.  After that, we're planning on full steam ahead to get the project under-
way.  As with all plans, things are subject to change based on a variety of things but we're 
hoping for the best. We'll keep you informed as things progress.  
 
Happy Holidays to each of you. Take some time this month to reflect on the year. Recon-
nect with friends, listen to some holiday music, and maybe even make someone's day 
by  smiling at them as you go 
by! Thank you to everyone for an-
other great year!!  

~Julie Otto 

 

 

 



NOTICE: Due to the recent election, the Kenai Peninsula Borough Residential Property 

Tax exemption has changed from $50,000 to $75,000. In order to receive this exemption 

all residential property owners must apply. 

EXAMPLE FORM 







 

A huge thank you to the patrons of the Craft Fair that purchased items from 

the quilters. $666.50 was donated to the Senior Center. 

Our quilters—A BIG THANK YOU!! 



CONGRATULATIONS to Steve Stewart, winner of the quilt raffle 

The silk tie quilt was started by Carolyn Rathert, finished by Donna 

Schaetzle. 

Drawing was held November 9th during the craft fair. 



2026 Annual Fundraiser Dinner & Auction 
 

Our theme for next year will be: 

Happy Birthday America! 

America will be 250 years old! 

Start thinking about your costume for next year! 

 

 



 



Answers to the Dug Out quiz 









 



 December birthstone is Topaz 

 
 

December birth flowers 

are Holly and Narcissus 

December birth signs are Sagittarius 

11/23-12/21 and Capricorn 12/22-1/20 

 



Ninilchik Senior Center (NSC) Progressive Split the Pot 

Raffle 

Cost:  $1 per ticket.  Members may purchase as many tickets as desired each week.  Tick-

ets purchased are valid only for that week’s drawing. Tickets must be purchased each 

week until 11am Friday if the member wishes to participate in that 

week’s drawing.  

Drawing Time:  Every Friday at 12:00 pm  

Location:   Ninilchik Senior Center  66265 Aspen Ave  Ninilchik, AK  

Progressive Split the Pot Raffle Rules:  

One winner every week.  

Winner does not need to be present to win. 

Open to NSC members only.  Membership must be current.  

The Current Raffle will last up to 16 weeks or until someone draws the Eagle. Future 

raffle duration may change without notice but will be announced at the beginning 

of each new raffle. 

16 cards  

(1) Eagle: grand prize winner: 50% of the pot 

(1) Owl: 10% of the pot 

(14)Ptarmigan: $5 

Congratulations to all the prior weeks winners 



1. Valdez 

2. Northwestern, Arctic and 

southwestern areas 

3. True 

4. Whale 

5. Aleutian Islands 

6. Local hire, the Chinese 

were imported for labor in 

canneries to the exclusion 

of locals, this act put a lim-

it on the # of Chinese 

7. Continental  

8. Brown Bear, Black Bear, 

Musk-Ox, Polar Bear, 

Wolves, Sheep, Wolverine, 

Caribou and moose   

9. Dawson 

10.Metlakatla Indian Com-

munity 

11. Prudhoe Bay and Valdez 

(Pt. Barrowto Valsez) 

1985 Teddy's Toys & Co., All Rights Reserved. 

All Questions and answers are from 1985 Teddy's Toys & Co., All Rights Reserved. 

1. What city had to relocate because of  the damage caused by the great earthquake? 

2. What geographic areas of the state did the Eskimos traditionally inhabit? 

3. True/False Most of the timber is cut from trees over 150 years old 

4. Name a sea mammal that has bones, joints, most muscles, nerves and arteries of the hu-

man arm and hand. 

5. What part of the state is the “Chain”? 

6. What was the “Chinese Exclusion  Act” of 1904 about? 

7. How is the climate in the northwestern region generally classified? (maritime, continen-

tal, transition, or arctic) 

8. Name three mammals that inhabit the Kuskokwim Bay region. 

9. What is the name of the Yukon Territory’s famous gold rush town? 

10. What is the name of the federal Indian Reservation in southeast Alaska? 

11. At what two points does the transalaska pipeline begin and end? 



Thank you to all who donate to the Ninilchik Senior Center! 

Join NSC’s Legacy Club! 

Leave a Legacy and make a donation (monthly or not) of any 

amount to the NSC Endowment Fund or NSC Operations and 

once your donations reach $500, your name will be added to 

our donor tree.  Endowment Fund Donations provide 

long-term investment income for the Senior Center. 

Donor Tree Wall Levels of Giving: 

• Tree Leaf:     $500. to $999.  

• Ptarmigan:   $1,000. to $4,999. 

• Crane:         $5,000. to $9,999. 





Byron Moore  12/1 

Elizabeth Gage  12/3 

Conrad Matsuoka  12/6 

David Lindberg  12/6 

Chris Wing  12/7 

Donald Josten  12/8 

Russ Cross  12/10 

Michael Schuster  12/11 

Karen Anderson  12/12 

Jerry Reinhart  12/14 

Darla Evans-Egbert  
12/14 

Vicki Willard  12/15 

Shauna Christensen  
12/19 

Gene Giovanini  12/19 

Pam Jacobs  12/19 

Beverly  DenBleyker  
12/20 

Waynette Coleman-
Burkhardt  12/20 

James Knox 12/20 

Jim Smith  12/22 

Anne Florey  12/23 

Ruthe Bauman 12/24 

Steve Vanek 12/25 

Helena Torretta 12/25 

Glenn Edwards 12/27 

John Kuklis 12/27 

Paula Williams 12/29 

June Josten 12/31 

Thank You 
 
 

Steve Vanek for selling the split the pot 
raffle tickets 

 
Don’t forget to log all of your time in 

the volunteer book  
 

Thank you to all of our  
members and volunteers 

  
Thank you to all the donors 

 

$5 A Month Club 
Thank you to the following who  con-

tributed to the club:  

 

David & Judy Clemenson     

 Delmer McCune           

Nora & Howard Appel           
Char & Byron Moore              

John & Janice Nofziger          
Jim Beall  

Russ Cross & Bev Graf-Cross 
Bob Pearson 
            

  
We have a fund to provide items that 

are not in the budget.  
If you would like to join the club, just 

bring or send a donation of $5 any 
time you can. 

 



Board of Directors 
President:     Dick Hawkins 
V. President:    Steve Vanek 

Secretary:    Kaye Waldsmith 
Treasurer:    Vi Nordgren 

Trustee:   Cheryl Doyle  
Trustee:      John McCombs 

Trustee:    Dan Miller  
 

Endowment  
Committee 

Chair:  Kaye Waldsmith 
Vice Chair:  Steve Vanek 

Treasurer:  John Nofziger 
Secretary: Vi Nordgren 

 
Staff 

Executive Director:  Julie Otto 
Adm. Assist/Bookkeeper:  

Tandy Wallace  
Cook: Niki Keenan 

Cook/Maintenance: Rick Ferguson 
Trans. Driver: Sharon Wheeler 

MASST Employee: Tracy Rector 
Backup driver: Ed Bledsoe 

Kitchen & Homemaker : Yolanda 
Ware 

 

Events and Activities 

Our Mission  
We are dedicated to making life easier, more interesting, and providing assistance to others in need 

among our  members, as well as the surrounding community, in ways which lift the spirit and give a 

feeling of love to each other. We are dedicated to assisting one another through cooperation, respect, 

and strength of spirit, so that everyone feels welcome and their contributions valued. 

Weekly 
Mondays:  

Quilting/Sewing 1-4 pm 

 

Tuesdays:  

  

                   

Wednesdays:  

Bingo (after lunch 1:15 pm) 

 

Thursdays: Game Day 1-4 pm 

                    

Fridays:  

Knitting 1:30 –4:oo 

Billiards 1-4 pm 

Join us for lunch!   
Lunch is served at 12:00 pm Mon-Fri. 

Suggested donation:  

$8 or members, $12 for non-members 

Lunch includes: soup,  

salad, entrée and dessert 

About The Ninilchik  Senior Center 

 



 
Captain Patties Fishhouse Inc. 

Fred Meyer/Kroger 

Hilcorp 

Kenai Peninsula Borough  

Ninilchik Family Dentistry 

Private Donations 

State of Alaska/NTS Grant 

 

The Senior Center is partially 

funded by these Corporate 

Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

Ninilchik Senior Center receives quarterly donations from 

Fred Meyer through their community rewards program.  

Thank you to those who participate and make this possible. 

If you shop at Fred Meyer, please consider linking your Re-

wards Card to donate to the center. Fred Meyer will donate 

money to the center whenever you make purchases; this will 

not affect the personal rewards associated with your ac-

count. Sign up online at: https://www.fredmeyer.com/

topic/community-rewards-4  

The center’s Organization Identi-

fication Number is GP013 .  

Thank you!!! 

https://clipart-

library.com/

clipart/120937.htm 

https://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4
https://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4



